History work for Friday 3rd December

8S: Study the notes on Oliver Cromwell on the website. Revise the major facts of his life and prepare thoughts for a discussion of whether Cromwell was a great ruler.

8CE (both groups): Thomas Wolsey. Using my notes (including, if you wish, those on the History website), and any research you can do at home, answer these questions:
              a.) Describe the main events of Wolsey's career in the reign of Henry VIII. (20 marks)
              b.) Why did he fall from power? (10 marks)
 

Year 7: look at my History notes on the Website on the Gunpowder Plot (1605) and its results. Revise these for a test next week.
 

Year 6: look at my History notes on the Website. Read the section 'Henry's Divorce and the Break with Rome'. You may also research the topic further, using other materials at home.Write a paragraph on how Henry obtained his divorce in 1533, and what the results of his divorce were.
 

Year 5: look at my History notes below on the Battle of Bannockburn, 1314. Revise these for a test next week.
 

Year 4: find out all you can about motte-and-bailey castles. Draw a picture of one and write a paragraph about why they were built, how they were built and who lived in them and used them. There are several internet websites on motte-and-bailey castles. For example, try 'Castle Defences: Facts about Castles for Kids'. Click on 'Normans', then 'Castles'.
 

 

The Battle of Bannockburn, 24th June, 1314.
 
The battle took place in 1314, close to Stirling Castle, the only Scottish castle remaining in English hands. Robert Bruce had chosen his ground well: the Scottish army was positioned at the top of a slope, with woodland on one side and marshy ground and Bennockburn on the other. Edward II fell into the trap: his army was hemmed in on all sides, with the River Forth behind him. Edward commanded about 18,000 men, compared with Bruce’s 8,000. 
 
The Scots attacked before the English were ready. Three divisions of pikemen came down the hill towards the English cavalry. Edward Bruce’s men clashed with the advance guard of the English cavalry under the Earl of Gloucester. However, the English knights failed to break the Scottish ranks, and in fact the Scottish pikemen gradually pushed the English back.
 
Next, the three front-line divisions of English cavalry received  the other two divisions of Scottish pikemen. Some English archers on the right tried to break the Scottish advance with arrows: if their shooting had lasted a little longer, it might have stopped the Scots, but the English archers were broken up by Sir Robert Keith’s 500 Scottish cavalry, who regrouped once their task was done.
 
Moray and Douglas now led their pikemen against the dense body of English cavalry. The English were restricted by the narrowness of the front and presented an easy target to the Scottish pikemen. The pile of dead and dying horses and men mounted. Behind them, the rest of the English cavalry and massed infantry were helpless, cramped together due to the marsh and woodland. The remaining English archers tried to help by shooting high, but hit more English in the back than Scots in the breast.
 
Robert Bruce now led his fourth division of pikemen forward. This turned the tide of the battle: the mass of English cavalry tried to retreat, but were trapped by their own infantry behind them. Some English infantry began to retreat. 
 
The English defeat was completed by the appearance of the Scottish camp followers who, seeing the English retreating, gathered what weapons they could and ran down the hill blowing horns and shouting, “Slay! Slay!” The English thought that they were a reserve Scottish army, and the retreat became a rout.
 
Edward II escaped from the battlefield, but many English were killed, taken prisoner, or murdered by Scots as they straggled towards the border. Scotland was, once again, free of English rule.
