Year 8 Revision Notes
OLIVER CROMWELL (1599-1658)

Oliver Cromwell was born at Huntingdon in 1599 of a family related to that of Thomas Cromwell (who had dissolved the monasteries in Henry VIII's reign). His father, Robert Cromwell, was a prosperous landowner, M.P. for Huntingdon and a Justice of the Peace. Oliver Cromwell's Puritan beliefs were probably formed early in his life at school, the Free School of Huntingdon, and at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, which has been described as a 'hotbed of Puritanism' at the time.

The early years of Cromwell's adult life were typical for a man of his background, managing his estates and raising a family with his wife, Elizabeth Bourchier, whom he married in 1620. Cromwell took a lively interest in the affairs of the countryside and in 1628 he was elected Member of Parliament for Huntingdon. This Parliament was a stormy one, and it drew up the Petition of Right (1628) which declared imprisonment without trial and taxation without the consent of Parliament to be illegal. In 1629 Charles dissolved Parliament after it began to criticise his changes to the Church of England and his continuing collection of illegal taxes. For the next 11 years, Charles ruled without Parliament. Cromwell returned to farming his estates at Huntingdon, angry at the illegal actions of the King. In about 1638, Cromwell seems to have undergone a spiritual conversion which made him convinced that God was guiding him, and his Puritanism became all the stronger.

During the 11 Years Tyranny a cousin of Cromwell's, John Hampden, was tried for refusing to pay Ship Money. Although the King won the case, five of the twelve judges found in favour of Hampden. Cromwell, too, had a dispute with the King over the draining of the Fens near St. Ives in Lincolnshire (1636). In that year, Cromwell became very well-to-do when his uncle, Sir Thomas Steward, died, leaving him most of his estate. Like many others, though, Cromwell was becoming more and more troubled about the way in which England was being ruled by the King. Some emigrated to find freedom in the new colonies of America, and Cromwell and Hampden thought of going, too.

War with Scotland forced Charles I to recall Parliament in 1640, since he was short of money. Cromwell was now M.P. for Cambridge, and sat in both the Short and Long Parliaments of 1640. Only 25% of the M.Ps. in the 1640 Parliaments had sat in that of 1628. Cromwell was one of them, and he thus had experience and some influence. He was a strong supporter of John Pym ('King Pym'), and after the attempted arrest of the five M.Ps. (January 1642), Cromwell returned to Lincolnshire and raised a troop of sixty mounted soldiers. With these he rode to Cambridge and seized the castle, preventing precious gold and silver articles from falling into the hands of the King. Cromwell and his troop then joined the Parliamentary army under the Earl of Essex.

Cromwell began the Civil War in 1642 as a 43-year-old captain of a troop of horse, by early 1643 he was a colonel and by the autumn of that year he was a lieutenant-general. Though he did not play a major part in the Battle of Edgehill, he did attract notice by his skilful handling of cavalry, and he saw that, if Parliament were to win the Civil War, they must have more and much-improved cavalry to face Prince Rupert's Royalist cavalry. In 1643, Cromwell began to raise and train the 'Ironsides', cavalrymen selected for their firm Puritan beliefs as much as for their skill as horsemen. They were strictly trained and disciplined, advancing to the attack at a 'good round trot' rather than at the gallop, to keep the men firmly under control so as to enable them to rally quickly after a fight.

In 1644, the Ironsides proved their worth at the Battle of Marston Moor, Cromwell himself showing great tactical skill in the battle. In the winter of 1644-5, Cromwell extended the methods of recruitment and training of the Ironsides to the whole of the Parliamentary army, which now became known as the New Model Army. Cromwell emerged as the head of the Independents, the body of Puritans (strongly represented in the New Model Army) who disliked organised church government, and after the victory at Naseby (1645) he stood out as the leader in the struggle against the King.

At first, Cromwell favoured negotiations with Charles I, hoping to persuade him to rule 'according to the will of the people'. However, when Cromwell found that Charles was trying to play off his opponents against each other (plotting with the Scots in particular), he realised that the position was hopeless. The Second Civil War (1648) confirmed this realisation, and Cromwell played a major part in securing Charles I's execution.

After Charles's execution (January, 1649), Cromwell became the leading figure in the Government as President of the Council of State, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army. In May, 1649, he crushed the revolt of the Levellers, an 'extreme' group within the New Model Army which advocated social equality. In August, he crossed to Ireland to crush a Royalist revolt, ruthlessly massacring the garrisons at Drogheda and Wexford. Next, he dealt with the Scots, who had taken up 'Charles II's' cause, defeating them at Dunbar on September 3rd, 1650, and at Worcester exactly a year later.

In 1653, Cromwell tried to deal with the question as to who was to rule England, and how. Fewer than 100 MPs, the 'Rump' of the Long Parliament, remained, and they were often quarrelling amongst themselves and intent, too, on prolonging their own power. In April, 1653, Cromwell dissolved the Rump by force. Now, the Army held all power in the kingdom. Cromwell wanted a co-operative Parliament at Westminster, but he knew that if he allowed free elections, the voters would choose mainly Royalist MPs.Cromwell felt that God wanted him to establish Puritan rule in England - his success in subduing his enemies was proof of God's favour to him - and so, instead of allowing free elections which would have seen Royalist, Church-of-England-supporting MPs, he used the Army to rule. In 1653, a Council of Army Officers chose 150 MPs from lists prepared by Independent Puritan congregations. However, this Parliament lasted only a few months as members argued amongst themselves, and in December, 1653, the moderates in this so-called 'Barebones' Parliament voted the assembly at an end.

The Army now invited Cromwell to rule as Lord Protector, assisted by a Council of State. There was to be a Parliament elected every three years, but those who had supported the King in the Civil War were barred from voting. Twice, a Parliament was elected (1654 and 1656), but neither agreed with Cromwell's way of governing England, in particular the power of the Army, so he dissolved both of them. Cromwell again fell back on rule through the Army. In 1655, in a period known as the 'rule of the Major-Generals', he divided England into eleven districts, each under a Major-General. Strict Puritan laws were enforced, with theatres and many inns closed down, and horse-racing, cock-fighting and bear-baiting banned. Christmas Day was to be kept as a fast. In addition, heavy taxes were collected from former Cavaliers. Cromwell's rule through the Army was deeply unpopular, and he never found a satisfactory arrangement for the governing of England. 

Meanwhile, abroad Cromwell raised England's reputation to new heights. The Dutch, England's commercial rivals, were defeated at sea by the English Navy under Admiral Blake (1654). A colonial war with Spain in the Americas resulted in the capture of Jamaica (1655). The war with Spain spilled over into Europe. Cromwell allied England with France, and sent soldiers of the New Model Army to fight alongside the French in the Netherlands, which France was trying to take from the Spanish. The soldiers were successful, particularly at the Battle of the Dunes, after which Dunkirk became an English possession. Admiral Blake and the English Navy established a presence in the Mediterranean, curbing piracy sponsored by the rulers of Algiers and Tunis.

Cromwell died on September 3rd, 1658, the anniversary of his victories at Dunbar and Worcester. Although, eventually, the monarchy was restored (1660), Cromwell's Puritan rule had not been in vain. He achieved much in foreign policy, making England respected and feared abroad, and although he did not find a satisfactory way of governing England, Cromwell and the Puritans had made certain that in future the power of the monarch 'would be restricted as never before by that of Parliament'.  

James II (1685-1688)

James had the goodwill and support of his first Parliament, which was strongly Tory, when he came to the throne. He was soon to lose that support, however.

1685
James II came to the throne. The Duke of Monmouth (Charles II's illegitimate Protestant son) declared himself king, but Monmouth's Rebellion was put down with great severity. Monmouth was defeated at the Battle of Sedgemoor, after which he was executed. The Bloody Assize of Judge Jefferys followed: 320 rebels were hanged and 840 were transported to the West Indies. James II rewarded Jefferys by making him Lord Chancellor.

1686
James increased the size of the Army from 6,000 to 30,000 soldiers. Half

were stationed just outside London.

Defying the Test Act, James appointed Catholic officers to the Army. Parliament asked James to dismiss the Catholic officers. He refused and dismissed Parliament.

Catholics were now appointed to the Privy Council, the magistracy and Oxford University.

1687
In a bid for Nonconformist support, James issued a Declaration of Indulgence: all anti-Catholic and anti-Nonconformist penal laws were suspended. This was only a partial success: many Dissenters (Nonconformists) were suspicious of James (for example, due to his Catholic appointments in the Army and at Oxford University). 

1688
Second Declaration of Indulgence: James II ordered it to be read in all the churches. However, this order was widely disobeyed. Sancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury, and six other bishops refused to read it: they called it an 'illegal document'. They were prosecuted for 'seditious libel', but acquitted. There was rejoicing in London, and amongst the Army on Hounslow Heath. 

Two days after the arrest of the bishops, in June, 1688, a son was born to James. This was the final straw for the English people, since there was now the prospect of a line of Catholic kings of England. 

William, King of Holland, (husband of James's daughter, Mary, who had been the Protestant heir to the throne before James II's son was born) was now invited by representatives of all parties to bring over an army 'for the protection of the Constitution and Protestant liberties in England'. William, needing English help for Holland against Louis XIV of France, could see that he was more likely to get it if he and his wife ruled England. 

At first, however, William hesitated, as he feared that Louis XIV of France would attack while he (William) took his best troops to England to defeat James II. Also, as it was now late autumn, storms and gales in the Channel might make landing an army in England difficult and, in any case, the prevailing wind at that time of year was from the west. 

Both problems were solved by two pieces of good fortune. First, Louis XIV decided to attack the Protestant Prince of the Palatinate in Germany, instead of Holland. Louis miscalculated that William would become involved in a long war in England, which would weaken both England and Holland. Second, in November the wind in the Channel changed: a 'Protestant wind', as it was later called, blew from the north-east, helping William's fleet to progress down the Channel.

William's army landed at Torbay in Devon on November 5th, 1688, again with a favourable wind helping his fleet.

William's army moved slowly inland. Meanwhile, James advanced towards Salisbury with his army, but it proved so unreliable, with several commanders going over to William's side, that he began to draw back towards London. Even James's best and favourite general, Lord John Churchill, deserted him and rode into William's camp. When he reached London, James's nerve failed and, after sending his Queen and baby son to France, he fled himself. He was captured at Faversham in Kent, but allowed to escape again. Louis XIV gave him refuge in France. Thus, without any bloodshed, the Glorious Revolution had ended the old style of monarchy for ever.

1689
A convention was summoned: William and Mary were offered the Crown

jointly. They accepted in February, 1689, and also agreed to accept the Bill of Rights, which placed limits on their power:  

1.
The sovereign must never again keep a standing army in peacetime without Parliament's consent.

2.
The Crown must not set aside laws made by Parliament.

3.
The sovereign must neither be, nor marry, a Catholic.

Additional measures:

4.
The Crown was granted money (the Civil List) one year at a time only.

5.
The armed forces were paid for separately, by Parliament.

6.
There must be new elections for Parliament at least every three years.

7.
The Toleration Act of 1689 granted freedom of worship to all except Catholics and Unitarians. 

THE JACOBITE REBELLION OF 1745

James II lost his throne in 1688. His son, James Edward ('The Old Pretender') tried to regain it in the 1715 Jacobite Rebellion and later, in 1745, his grandson Charles Edward ('The Young Pretender' or 'Bonnie Prince Charlie') tried again.

England prospered under the Hanoverian kings, George I (1714-1727) and his son, George II (1727-1760). In the years after the 1715 Rebellion, the Stuart 'Kings across the water' faded in the public memory, but it was the energy and courage of Bonnie Prince Charlie which brought the Jacobite cause to the fore again in 1745. He wanted to end, once and for all, the exile in France of all the 'kings' of James II's line and to regain the throne of England for his father, 'James III'. 

Charles Edward's chance came in 1745, when he was 25 years old. A large part of the British army was fighting the French in the Netherlands and had just been defeated at the Battle of Fontenoy. In July, 1745, Charles set sail for Scotland in a ship lent by the French. He successfully landed at Moidart in the Highlands on 23rd July, though a second ship laden with arms, ammunition and money was intercepted and driven back to France. Once in Scotland, Charles set about raising an army and he soon had the support of over 5000 clansmen from the Highlands of Scotland. His first move was to march to Perth, where he proclaimed his father 'King James VIII' of Scotland, then he marched south. He entered Edinburgh on 16th September and soon afterwards defeated a small royal (Hanoverian) army under Sir John Cope at the Battle of Prestonpans. He took up residence at Holyrood Palace, holding a great reception there and winning the affection and loyalty of his Scottish 'subjects'.

However, he also wanted to win back England, the other part of his father's inheritance, and on November 3rd he entered England with his army. The delay of six weeks in Edinburgh had been harmful to Charles's cause, since it gave the Government in London time to bring back the Duke of Cumberland and his army from the continent. In addition, General Wade was able to reach Newcastle with another strong Government force.

As he marched into England, Charles avoided Wade's army in Newcastle by entering England on its western side, via Carlisle. However, his 5000 Highlanders were not joined by English Jacobites. Support for the Stuart cause had dwindled over the years and French backing for Charles did not help matters, given the continuing war with France. Besides, most Englishmen did not want to endanger the prosperity they had enjoyed in recent decades.

Charles and his supporters reached Derby on December 4th and here, 130 miles from London, the chieftains refused to go any further. There were still only 5000 rebels and they were now very anxious that they might be cut off from retreat to Scotland, with General Wade and the Duke of Cumberland to the north of them, and with the return of English troops from the continent adding to the danger. Charles's pleadings that they should continue the advance were of no avail, and the retreat began. Scotland at least might be held for 'James VIII'

By late December, the rebels had reached Glasgow, in spite of pursuit by the Duke of Cumberland, and even gained a victory over an English force at Falkirk. This was to be the last, however, as Cumberland drove the rebels steadily on into the Highlands.

On April 17th, 1746, the Jacobites were finally defeated at the Battle of Culloden Moor, near Inverness. In the months after the battle, Cumberland subdued the Highlands with often brutal thoroughness. Charles himself escaped, finally reaching France five months later. He never saw Scotland again and died in 1788. Other rebel leaders were tried and executed and Acts were passed removing the power of the clan chiefs and forbidding the wearing of any clan tartan. Crofts were burned in areas which had supported Charles. The Jacobite cause was crushed, never to rise again.
