Year 6
The Wars of the Roses (c.1455-1485)

The wars were between the Yorkists (white rose) and the Lancastrians (red rose). Henry VI, the Lancastrian king, was opposed by Richard, Duke of York. Both were descendants of Edward III, but the Yorkists, descendants of Edward III’s third and fifth sons, felt that they had a better claim to the throne. Henry VI (Lancastrian) was descended from Edward III’s fourth son only.

Richard, Duke of York, was killed in 1460 at the Battle of Wakefield. Edward, his son, now led the Yorkists and nine weeks after his father’s death he entered London with an army and claimed the throne as King Edward IV. Henry VI and his wife, Queen Margaret, were still free, but in 1461 their Lancastrian army was defeated at the Battle of Towton and Henry and Margaret fled into Scotland. The Yorkists were triumphant. The Earl of Warwick (the ‘Kingmaker’), had helped Edward IV to victory.

In 1464, Henry VI was captured and put in the Tower, but Warwick the ‘Kingmaker’ soon argued with Edward IV (over Edward’s marriage to Elizabeth Woodville), and in 1470 Henry VI was put on the throne again by Warwick. 

Edward IV fled to Flanders, where he raised an army and in 1471 he returned to England to defeat and kill Warwick the ‘Kingmaker’ at the Battle of Barnet. In the same year, Henry VI’s only son, Edward, was killed at the Battle of Tewkesbury, and the Yorkists were again triumphant. Edward IV was king again, and Henry VI was  murdered in the Tower. Edward IV reigned until his death in 1483.

How Richard III made himself King.

Edward IV died in April, 1483. He left two sons, Edward V aged thirteen and Richard, Duke of York, aged eleven. Richard, Duke of Gloucester (Edward IV’s brother and the boys’ uncle) became ‘Protector’.

Edward V came to London from Shropshire to prepare for his coronation. On his way to London, he was seized by his uncle, Richard of Gloucester’s, soldiers, and taken to the Tower. Some weeks later Edward V’s brother, Richard, Duke of York, joined his older brother in the Tower. At the end of June the Protector (Richard of Gloucester) announced that the two ‘Princes in the Tower’ were illegitimate (bastards), because their parents had not been legally married. Therefore, neither boy was entitled to be king. The true heir was Richard, Duke of Gloucester. On 6th July, 1483, Richard was crowned as Richard III in Westminster Abbey.

Events leading to the Battle of Bosworth.

Rumours began to spread that Richard III had ordered the murder of his nephews, Edward V and Richard, Duke of York, the ‘Princes in the Tower’. They were never seen alive again after August, 1483. Richard was soon faced with problems. In October, 1483, he learned that his former chief supporter, the Duke of Buckingham, was now in arms against him, supported by the Woodvilles and the exiled Henry Tudor. The revolt was put down, however, Buckingham was executed and Henry Tudor’s invasion fleet turned back to Brittany without attempting a landing.

Opposition to Richard grew. Elizabeth Woodville was now convinced that she would never see her sons alive again, and made an agreement with Henry Tudor that he would marry her eldest daughter (Elizabeth).

1484 was a year of watching and waiting by Richard for the expected invasion. In April, Richard’s only son, Prince Edward, died at Middleham. Without a direct heir, Richard III lost further support from those who had originally backed his seizure of the throne as a way of avoiding the dangers of a trouble-ridden Protectorate.

In March, 1485, Richard III’s wife, Queen Anne, died. This gave rise to rumours that he had poisoned her in order to marry Henry Tudor’s intended bride, Elizabeth of York. Then, on August 1st, 1485, Henry Tudor landed with an army in Milford Haven, South Wales.

The Campaign of 1485 leading to the Battle of Bosworth.

Henry Tudor, who inherited his Lancastrian blood through his mother, Margaret Beaufort, great-grand-daughter of John of Gaunt, was the senior living male Lancastrian claimant to the English throne in 1485. As discontent with Richard III spread, Lancastrian exiles in Brittany turned to Henry Tudor to champion their cause. Plans were made, and during the summer of 1485 a fleet was collected at Harfleur.

On 1st August, with more than 3,000 soldiers on board, the fleet sailed, putting in to Milford Haven in south-west Wales. Henry Tudor was confident that he could increase the size of his army as he advanced through Wales and England. When Henry arrived, King Richard’s principal officer in Wales kept his promise not to allow any rebels into Wales ‘save that they should pass over my belly’ by standing under a bridge while Henry Tudor’s army marched over it! By the time Henry reached Shrewsbury, his army had grown to 5,000 men. From here, he marched towards Leicester, where King Richard’s army was assembling. The Battle of Bosworth itself was fought near Leicester on August 22nd, 1485.

The Battle of Bosworth, August 22nd, 1485.

At sunrise on 22nd August, 1485, Richard III arranged two divisions of his army on Ambien Hill. The third division, his reserve under the Earl of Northumberland, was placed to the north.

Henry Tudor’s army moved first. His leading division was commanded by the Earl of Oxford. After swerving to avoid marshy ground, Oxford’s troops advanced towards the base of Ambien Hill. Once they were within range of Richard’s troops, Oxford’s bowmen ‘let fly’: the air was thick with the arrows of bowmen of both sides. After this, the two armies clashed with sword and pike, in close combat. The Stanleys started to move, but which side would they join?

Neither side had the advantage when Richard signalled to the Earl of Northumberland to bring up the reserve. However, he did not move; he was waiting to see which side the Stanleys would join. Moments later, the Stanleys moved towards Henry Tudor, to join his side. Richard III realized that he was doomed. 

There was one last hope for Richard: he would attempt to slay Henry Tudor, his rival of the red rose, in single combat. He mounted his white charger and fought his way towards Henry. Henry was led back by his guards. Richard was unhorsed, but fought desperately, on foot. At last he was struck down crying, as Shakespeare would have it, “A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse!” King Richard died soon afterwards, on the battlefield.

Lord Stanley placed the crown, which had been found under a thorn bush, on Henry’s head. Henry Tudor was now King Henry VII.

Henry VII (1485-1509)

Henry VII had won the Crown at the Battle of Bosworth, but his claim was not strong. To secure his throne, he had three main tasks to perform: to eliminate his Yorkist rivals, to crush the barons’ power and to build up the wealth of the Crown.

How Henry dealt with his rivals. 
1. Elizabeth of York: Henry married her, thus uniting the Houses of York and Lancaster.

2. The Earl of Warwick (cousin of the Princes in the Tower): Henry placed him in the Tower of London. He was executed in 1499.

3. Lambert Simnel: an impostor who claimed to be the real Earl of Warwick. He received help from Ireland and from Margaret, Duchess of Burgundy (aunt of the Princes in the Tower).He was defeated at the Battle of Stoke. Henry made him a kitchen servant.

4. Perkin Warbeck: an impostor who pretended to be Richard, Duke of York, the younger of the Princes in the Tower. He received help from France (1492), but Henry sent an army to Brittany and the French king expelled Perkin. He was next sheltered by Margaret, Duchess of Burgundy, but she expelled him when Henry cut off the English wool supply. He now fled to Scotland, but the Scottish king, James IV, expelled him after an English attack on Carlisle. In 1497, with Irish help, Perkin invaded England via Cornwall. He was captured at Beaulieu Abbey and put in the Tower. He was executed in 1499.

How Henry VII crushed the barons’ power.

1. Henry monopolized the use of cannon and gunpowder. Cannon could break down castle walls, so barons could no longer use castles as bases from which to defy the king.

2. Henry passed the Statute of Livery and Maintenance (1487) which outlawed private armies and forbade the bribing or threatening of judges.

3. Henry created the Court of Star Chamber in London to try disobedient nobles. The king and his ministers were the judges.

4. Henry chose as his ministers men who were not of the high nobility, but from the middle class. Men such as Sir Reginald Bray (Lord Chief Justice) were less of a threat to the king.

How Henry built up the wealth of the Crown.
1. Heavy fines and taxes: for example, the £10,000 fine imposed on the Earl of Oxford for breaking the Statute of Livery. Henry frequently asked the barons for benevolences.

2. Henry built up the wool trade with Flanders. The Magnus Intercursus (1496), a trade treaty with Flanders, gave English merchants favourable trading conditions.

3. The Crown lands were better managed: Henry received £16,000 from rents in 1485. By 1509, this had increased to £41,000.

4. Henry avoided costly wars as far as possible.

Henry VII died in 1509, leaving £1,500,000 in the Royal Treasury. This was a considerable sum: it cost about £100,000 a year to run the country and Henry VIII therefore inherited 15 times that amount.

Henry VII had firmly established the Tudor dynasty.

Note: Henry VII was also successful in his foreign policy, securing friendly relations with some foreign countries. Arthur, his older son, married Catherine of Aragon. This established peace with Spain. Margaret, his older daughter, married James IV of Scotland, thus securing peace on England’s northern border.

The Magnus Intercursus (see above) helped secure friendly relations with Flanders.

Henry VIII (1509-1547)

Henry VIII was 17 when he became king in 1509. He inherited a secure throne and a large sum of money from his father, Henry VII. The young Henry VIII had many interests to follow: he wanted an experienced, capable adviser who could oversee the boring day-to-day business of government. Thomas Wolsey was the man to take on this role. 
Thomas Wolsey (c.1471-1530)

Thomas Wolsey was born about 1471, the son of an Ipswich innkeeper and butcher. He was educated at Oxford University and decided to become a priest – the Church held out the best chance of advancement for a man of humble birth. Richard Fox, Bishop of Winchester, made him known at the court of Henry VII and before 1509 Wolsey held the posts of Royal Almoner and Dean of Lincoln.

In the reign of Henry VIII, Wolsey’s advance was rapid. His control of the supply arrangements to the English army in the 1513 campaign in France gained him the king’s favour. He was rewarded (1513) with the bishoprics of Tournai and Lincoln. In 1514 he became Archbishop of York and in 1515 Lord Chancellor, second only to the king in the Government. The Pope, too, honoured him, making him a Cardinal (1515) and Papal Legate (1518). Wolsey held other rich posts, including the bishoprics of Winchester, Bath and Durham, and he was also the Abbot of St Albans. He became very wealthy, building two palaces for himself - Hampton Court and York House – and living in great state. His income was £33,000 a year, at a time when it took about £100,000 a year to run the country.

Wolsey was liked by some, particularly the poor, whose cases he sometimes dealt with free in the Court of Requests, but he was hated by the high nobility, who were jealous of his wealth and influence. 

Wolsey’s great ambition was to become Pope, but he never achieved this, partly because England did not have sufficient influence and muscle in European affairs. Francis I of France and Charles V of Spain were at war in Northern Italy from 1521 onwards. Wolsey supported Charles V, hoping that Charles would use his influence to help Wolsey to become the next Pope. Charles was victorious over Francis, but the English armies sent to the continent fared badly. In any case, Charles did not reward English support given to him and he did not use his influence and power to support Wolsey’s ambition to become the next Pope.

In 1527 the divorce question was first raised. This was to ruin Wolsey.

Henry VIII, Wolsey and the Divorce Question.

1527 Henry VIII, through Wolsey, asked Pope Clement VII to grant him a divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Henry believed that his marriage to Catherine, his brother’s widow, should not have been allowed and that God had cursed the marriage by not granting him a surviving son and heir. He had also fallen in love with Anne Boleyn. Charles V, King of Spain and Holy Roman Emperor, would not allow the Pope to grant a divorce from Catherine. Catherine was Charles’s aunt, and he felt that it would be a stain on the family honour if he allowed the divorce to be given.

1528 The Pope, playing for time, appointed Cardinals Wolsey and Campeggio to hear the case in London. The Pope was hoping that, while the case was being heard, Charles V would be defeated by the French. This would allow the Pope to give the divorce.

1529 A court was set up at Blackfriars in London. However, Charles V won another victory in Northern Italy, so the Pope recalled the case to Rome. No decision had been made. Henry blamed Wolsey and stripped him of all his positions except that of Archbishop of York. 

1530 From York, Wolsey continued to negotiate with France, hoping to renew the French alliance. Henry VIII, hearing this, summoned him to London on a charge of treason. Wolsey died at Leicester Abbey, on his way to his trial in London.

Henry’s Divorce and the Break with Rome.

After 1530, two men, Thomas Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell, rose to prominence as a result of the Divorce Question. Both had secret Protestant sympathies and were therefore very willing to see the argument between King and Pope develop, as a means of separating England from the control of Rome.

 Cranmer suggested that the universities of Europe be consulted as to the lawfulness of Henry’s marriage to Catherine. Opinion turned out to be divided, but Cranmer was rewarded for his support by being made Archbishop of Canterbury in 1532. The next year, after the Appeals Act (see below) was passed, he gave Henry his divorce.

Cromwell became Chancellor in 1532 and influenced Parliament very capably to support Henry in his quarrel with the Pope. The necessary laws were passed (see below). From 1535, when he was made Vicar-General, Cromwell organized the Dissolution of the Monasteries, thus breaking the last stronghold of the Pope’s power in England.
The three acts by which Henry obtained his divorce from Catherine of Aragon, then broke away from the Roman Catholic Church:

The Annates Act (1532): this forbade newly-appointed bishops to pay their ‘Annates’ (first year’s salary) to the Pope. Henry hoped that this loss of tax would ‘persuade’ the Pope to grant the divorce. The Pope still did not grant the divorce.

The Act in Restraint of Appeals (1533): this act said that the Church court at Canterbury was now the highest Church court for English Catholics, not the Pope’s court in Rome. Henry was now granted his divorce by Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury.

The Act of Supremacy (1534): Henry was now ‘Supreme Head’ of the Church in England. The Pope no longer had any power over the Church in England.

The Dissolution of the Monasteries, 1536-39

1. The Causes of the Dissolution.
There were two main reasons:

 First, the monasteries continued to look to the Pope as their head, not Henry VIII. They did not accept the Act of Supremacy, and so were a threat to Henry’s authority as Head of the Church in England.

Second, the monasteries were very rich in both lands and money. Henry needed money to spend on his lavish court, and on building up the Royal Navy and coastal defences of England. There was the threat of attacks by France and Spain after Henry had broken away from the Pope’s control.

2. The Events.
a.) Inspectors were sent round the smaller monasteries to inspect them. They found many

     faults, including laziness, gambling, disobedience to the abbot and the keeping of fake

     relics.

b.) Using this excuse, Henry appointed Thomas Cromwell as Vicar-General, to carry out

     the Dissolution.

c.) The smaller monasteries (those with an income of less than £200 a year), were closed.

d.) This resulted in the Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536, a Roman Catholic rebellion in

     Yorkshire led by Robert Aske. The rebels wanted the monasteries which had been

     closed to be restored, and the Pope’s power in England to be brought back, too. The

     rebellion was put down brutally (see separate sheet).

e.) In 1539, Cromwell began to close down the larger monasteries.

f.) Most monasteries surrendered to the King without a fight, but three abbots, of

    Glastonbury, Reading and Colchester refused to submit and were executed.

3. What happened to the Monks and Nuns, Land and Buildings.
a.) The monks and nuns were given a pension and by the end of 1539 all the monasteries

     of England were closed. 

b.) Henry VIII sold most of the monastery lands to nobles, gentry and merchants at

     favourable prices, so that they would support him in his struggle against the Pope.

     They would not allow the restoration of the monasteries in the future, since if that

     happened they would lose their land.

     Some land was given as rewards to people at court, such as the Duke of Norfolk, and

     Cromwell, and some was kept as Crown land.

c.) Most monastery buildings were stripped of their valuables, including lead from their

     roofs, and fell into ruin. Some abbey churches became cathedrals (such as Durham

     and Gloucester) or parish churches (as at Tewkesbury). In some cases, monastery

     buildings were turned into private houses (Forde Abbey, Dorset), or schools (part of

     King’s School, Gloucester). 821 monasteries were dissolved. Monastic life, a very

     important feature of Medieval England, disappeared.

4. Results.  

a.) A period of great hardship for the poor, since the monasteries had been places of

     help and shelter for unemployed or needy people. The monasteries had also helped

     to educate poor local children, and to look after the sick.

b.) Considerable growth in sheep farming which gave greater profit to the new

      landowners, but also caused unemployment to grow and the number of beggars to

      increase. Fewer workers were needed on sheep farms than on arable (crop) farms.

The Pilgrimage of Grace, or Aske’s Rebellion, 1536.

The Pilgrimage of Grace (1536), or Aske’s Rebellion, was a protest against Thomas Cromwell and the closure of the monasteries. It was based in Catholic Yorkshire, where 53 monasteries had been closed, and was led by a lawyer called Robert Aske. The monasteries in Yorkshire were often Cistercian and were generally efficient, much needed and highly respected. The rebels called themselves ‘pilgrims’, to show that their protest was not warlike, and they carried a banner showing Christ on the Cross. On their sleeves, many wore a badge showing the five wounds of Christ. About 20,000 rebels gathered on Skipwith Moor, then took possession of York, demanding the restoration of the monasteries, the dismissal of Cromwell and that Princess Mary be declared legitimate. The rebels began to march on London.

Henry VIII sent the Duke of Norfolk north to meet the rebels, at Doncaster. Norfolk was short of men and, seeing the size of the rising, he did not risk battle. Instead, he talked to the rebels, promising to put their views before the King if they would disperse, and that a general pardon would be granted. The leaders were invited to London to talk to the King. However, once the rebels had dispersed, Henry broke the promises. This caused another rising in the North which, now that Henry was prepared, was put down severely by the Duke of Norfolk: more than 200 rebels, including the abbots of some Yorkshire monasteries, were hanged, while Aske himself was hung in chains from a tower in York and left to starve to death.

Why did the rebellion fail?

First, the rest of the country did not feel as strongly as Yorkshire. There were no rebellions in the South to support the Yorkshire rebels. Perhaps most people in the rest of England agreed that monasteries did have too much power and wealth (25% of England’s land), and were not prepared to oppose their dissolution. There was awareness of corruption in the monasteries, too.

Second, the Duke of Norfolk used clever, though dishonest, tactics. He persuaded the rebels to go home with promises which he and Henry VIII had no intention of keeping: he said that the rebels would be pardoned if they went home, and that the King would listen to their complaints. He used the time gained by this tactic to gather a much larger force together to put down any further uprising. A further, smaller rising later in the year gave Henry and Norfolk the excuse they needed and the rebels were attacked, defeated, hunted down and brutally punished.

Third, Henry’s ruthless attitude was an important factor. He did not lose his nerve but was prepared to accept Norfolk’s advice and ‘bide his time’: his cruel treatment of Aske and 200 of his leading supporters ensured that there were no more protests.

In the end, an essentially peaceful protest was bound to fail against a king prepared to use armed might against it.
Edward VI (1547-1553)

Edward was nine when he came to the throne. Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset (Edward’s uncle), ruled the country as Lord Protector, with a Regency Council of sixteen members to help him. Somerset was deposed in 1549 and the Duke of Northumberland replaced him. Both dukes were Protestant, as was Edward VI, and there were many changes in the English Church in this period (1547-1553).

1. Religious changes under Somerset.
a.) Priests were allowed to marry.

b.) Images (statues and paintings) were abolished.

c.) In 1549, a Book of Common Prayer was issued. Written by Archbishop Cranmer, it contained services in English.
2. Religious changes under Northumberland.
a.) Cranmer’s Second Book of Common Prayer was published (1552). It was

      more Protestant in tone than the first. ‘Altar’ became ‘table’, ‘priest’

      became ‘minister’ and ‘Mass’ became ‘Communion’.

b.) Church bells were banned.

c.) The wearing of coloured vestments by priests was banned.

                  d.)  Church walls were whitewashed and many ornate gold and silver objects

                        were removed from churches. 

The Protestant changes of Edward’s reign went too far and too fast for most English people: Catholic ways and beliefs were deeply ingrained, after nearly 900 years of Roman Catholicism. There was some open opposition. For example, after Cranmer’s Prayer Book with services entirely in English was introduced (1549), there was a rebellion in Devon and Cornwall – the ‘Western Rebellion’. The rebels described the new services in English as ‘like a Christmas game’ and demanded that ‘all books of scripture in English’ be called in and destroyed. The rebellion was ruthlessly crushed by government troops, but it showed how many ordinary English people were upset by the Protestant changes.

When Edward died and Northhumberland made the Protestant Lady Jane Grey Queen, the people of England did not, on the whole, support her. The bells of London rang out for joy when the Catholic Princess Mary entered London in 1553, to take her rightful place on the throne as Queen of England.

Enclosure and Kett’s Rebellion, 1549

 Kett’s Rebellion was a protest against the farming practices which had created much unemployment, particularly in the eastern counties. English wool and cloth fetched a good price in the markets of Europe and sheep-farming increased as a result. As more land was turned over to pasture for sheep, so fewer men were needed to work on the land: sheep-farming requires far fewer workers than arable or crop-farming. Landowners were often also fencing off common land (‘enclosure’) in their quest for more pasture for sheep.

The rebellion took place in East Anglia. Led by Robert Kett, a prosperous tanner and landowner, the rebels gathered on Mousehold Heath near Norwich. Other centres of rebellion were Ipswich and Bury St. Edmunds. The rebels targeted the estates of unpopular, sheep-owning landlords, breaking down the fences which ‘enclosed’ fields of sheep. Kett and the rebels demanded an end to new enclosures. Norwich was occupied after some bloodshed. The Regency Council decided to send a force under the Earl of Warwick to put down the rebellion. Warwick attacked the rebels after they had rejected the offer of a pardon if they lay down their arms and went home. Kett and 300 rebels were later executed. They had achieved very little, and indeed the rebellion proved fatal to the Duke of Somerset’s authority, since he had often criticised enclosing landlords and had set up a commission of inquiry to combat enclosure. Somerset was thus considered to have ‘encouraged’ the rebellion, indirectly. He was deposed as Lord Protector and imprisoned in the Tower (1549). 

ELIZABETH I

Elizabeth I’s Religious Settlement

In creating the Church of England, Elizabeth chose a middle path, aiming to please both Catholics and Protestants.

A)  To please Catholics:  1) Bishops were kept to control the Church.

                                         2) The same buildings (churches) were used for worship.

                                         3) The order of services was similar to Catholic services.

                                         4) Priests were allowed to wear coloured vestments

                                         5) Elizabeth called herself ‘Supreme Governor’ of the Church

                                             of England, not ‘Supreme Head’.

B)  To please Protestants:  1) The Pope had no power over the English Church.

                                           2) A new Prayer Book was issued, base mainly on Cranmer’s

                                               (Protestant) 1552 Prayer Book.

                                          3) The services and Bible readings were all in English.

                                          4) Priests were allowed to marry again.

                                         5) No monks, shrines or relics were allowed.

This was all enforced by two Acts of Parliament in 1559:

      1. The Act of Supremacy:  Elizabeth I became Supreme Governor of the Church of

                                                 England. 

      2. The Act of Uniformity:  the Prayer Book (based mainly on Cranmer’s 1552

                                                 version) had to be used in every parish church. Any person

                                                 who refused to attend a Church of England Sunday service

                                                 would be fined one shilling.

N.B.   It must be remembered that, in spite of Elizabeth’s choosing a ‘middle path’ in

          religion, the Church of England was Protestant, though ‘moderate’ rather than the

          extreme Protestantism of Edward VI’s reign. Hard-line Roman Catholics and

          extreme Protestants did not accept the Church of England, but most English people

          did. 

How successful was the Religious Settlement? 

 Elizabeth’s Church of England did settle down the religious life of the nation after the extremes of the previous two reigns (Edward VI and Mary I).It was a clever, effective compromise, accepted by most English people. Moreover, the Church of England is still with us today, 450 years later.

On the other hand, the discontent of the two ‘extreme’ groups who were opposed to the Church of England grew as Elizabeth’s reign progressed.

 Hard-line Roman Catholics were encouraged by the Pope, from1570 onwards, to disobey the Queen and, if possible, to remove her. A succession of Catholic plots, such as the Ridolfi and Babington Plots, aimed to assassinate Elizabeth and put Mary, Queen of Scots on the throne. As a result, Elizabeth had to become stricter with Catholics: recusancy fines increased, attending a secret Mass could result in imprisonment and to become a Catholic, or to try to convert others to Catholicism, was punishable by death. In the last 20 years of her reign, more than 200 Catholics were executed for ‘treason’.

At the other extreme, Protestants who wanted the Church of England to be ‘purified’ of all Catholic traces, the ‘Puritans’, emerged as a force in Elizabeth’s later years. They disliked, for example, the wearing of coloured vestments, set prayers, stained glass, organ music or the burning of candles on the altar. They also disliked the authority of bishops, preferring instead elected elders on the Scottish Presbyterian model. One Puritan group called the Brownists after Thomas Browne, their leader, wanted each congregation to elect its own minister. Elizabeth saw the Puritans as a threat to her authority over the Church and attacked them through her anti-Puritan Archbishop Whitgift after 1583. Puritan ministers were suspended and, in the last ten years of Elizabeth’s reign, persistent Puritan offenders could be exiled or face the death penalty.

So, while Elizabeth’s religious settlement did succeed overall, it did not prevent the growth of strong religious opposition from the two extremes of hard-line Roman Catholicism and Puritanism.

THE BACKGROUND TO THE WAR WITH SPAIN IN ELIZABETH I’S REIGN
The causes of the Armada
a) Elizabeth rejected Philip’s offer of marriage early in her reign.

b) Spain was the most powerful Catholic country, England the most powerful Protestant

    country, in Europe. Therefore, on religious grounds, the two countries were bound to

    be rivals. In 1570, the Pope issued a Bull which declared Elizabeth I to be a heretic

    whom her subjects need no longer obey. As a result Philip was encouraged to enter

    into plots against Elizabeth. The Babington Plot of 1586 was the last of these. 

c) Illegal trading and piracy: Elizabeth secretly encouraged English ‘sea-dogs’ like Drake

   and Hawkins to trade with Spanish colonists and to attack Spanish ships bringing

   treasure from the New World. She publicly proclaimed her ignorance of any prior

   knowledge of these attacks, but this pretence was dropped in 1580 when she publicly

   knighted Drake after his voyage round the world (1577-1580).

d) In 1572, a Protestant revolt against Catholic Spanish rule broke out in the Netherlands.

    Elizabeth said in public that she would not interfere, but she did nothing to stop

    English mercenaries from helping the Protestants. In 1585, Elizabeth abandoned all 

    pretence and openly supported the Earl of Leicester’s expedition to help the Dutch.

e) The final straw was Elizabeth’s decision to execute Mary, Queen of Scots, as a result of the uncovering of the Babington Plot of 1586.
