Year 5

The Crusades

The word 'crusade' comes from the Latin 'crux' meaning a cross, which was the crusaders' badge. The crusades were expeditions against the Moslem Turks, called Saracens, who had captured Jerusalem in 1087. The Saracens would not allow Christians to make pilgrimages to Jerusalem. The Pope in Rome, head of the Christian Church, therefore proclaimed the First Crusade (1096). 

          The First Crusade was successful. Jerusalem was captured in 1099, and Christian states were set up along the Syrian and Palestinian coasts: the Kingdom of Jerusalem, and the Principalities of Tripoli, Antioch and Edessa. However, the Turks started attacking again, capturing Edessa in 1144, so in 1147 the Second Crusade took place. It was a disaster and did not get beyond Asia Minor (Turkey).

          The Third Crusade (1189-1192) was the Christian response to the capture of Jerusalem in 1187 by Saladin, the Saracen leader. 

The Third Crusade (1189-1192)

In June 1191, King Richard I of England arrived at Acre. Duke Leopold of Austria and King Philip of France could not break into the city. Richard took the lead, making giant catapults to breach the city walls and wearing down the Moslem Turks. The crusaders captured Acre six weeks after Richard arrived. Now, he argued with Leopold and Philip, who left the Holy Land in anger. Next, Richard advanced towards Arsuf, keeping his knights in close order, protected by cotton-jacketed footsoldiers. At the Battle of Arsuf, the crusading knights charged through the Saracens, winning a great victory. Jerusalem was now in sight, but Richard retreated. He was afraid of his supply line being cut, and winter rains were starting; also, he felt that he did not have enough soldiers.

          The Third Crusade did not achieve the conquest of Jerusalem, but Richard won from Saladin the right for Christians to visit Jerusalem unharmed. 

King John and the Magna Carta, 1215

King John (1199-1216) managed to make enemies, through his greed and ruthlessness, of most sections of the English people.

1. The Church: John seized the land of any bishop who offended him. He quarrelled 

                          with Pope Innocent III, who wanted Stephen Langton as Archbishop of

                          Canterbury. John refused, so the Pope closed all English churches for

                          seven years. In 1213, having been excommunicated, and under threat of

                          invasion from France, John backed down.

2. The Nobles: The Norman barons were so shocked by the murder of Arthur, the King's

                         nephew, that they would not serve John (who they blamed for the murder 

                         after Arthur had rebelled). In 1204, John lost Normandy to France. The

                         English barons hated John because they were taxed and fined too heavily: 

King John and the Magna Carta (cont.)

                          for example, they had to pay too much 'scutage' (shield money) and

                          'reliefs' (a tax paid when a son inherited his father's property),and heavy

                          fines were given for the slightest offence. 

3. The Peasants: They had to work harder to produce more to contribute towards their

                             lords' taxes and fines.

In 1214, John failed at the Battle of Bouvines to win back Normandy. The nobles and bishops had had enough, and they seized London. King John agreed to meet them at Runnymede, near Windsor Castle. There, he was forced to sign the Magna Carta in 1215. This consisted of 63 promises by John to rule by the laws and customs of the land. Amongst the most important promises were not to tax the barons and knights unfairly, to stop interfering with the Church and not to imprison any 'free man' without a fair trial.

John soon broke many of the promises, claiming that he had been forced to make them. Civil war broke out, but John died of an illness while pursuing his enemies in 1216.

Henry III (1216-1272)

Henry was nine years old when his father, John, died. He was crowned with a plain gold band as his father had lost the Crown Jewels in the Wash. Until he grew up, England was governed by two powerful barons: William Marshal, Earl of Pembroke (up to 1219) and Hubert de Burgh (from 1219 to 1227).

Henry was not a strong or a popular ruler. He gave too many high positions, and lands, to his wife Eleanor of Provence's friends and relatives. He also allowed large sums of money to be paid to the Pope, as Overlord of England. The nobles were taxed heavily, but Henry's attempts to win back King John's lost French possessions resulted in failure. In 1258, rebellious barons forced Henry to sign the Provisions of Oxford: Henry had to send his foreign friends home, and allow a committee of barons to rule England.

 Henry soon began to disregard the Provisions of Oxford and so, in 1264, led by Simon de Montfort, a large section of the nobility rebelled. They defeated Henry at the Battle of Lewes and captured him and his son, Prince Edward. De Montfort called a meeting at Westminster (1265) which was very much like a modern Parliament. The word comes from the French 'Parler', meaning 'to talk'. The meeting consisted not just of nobles and bishops, but also of two knights from every county, two citizens from every city and two burgesses (townsmen) from every town. De Montfort's Parliament was the first to which commoners had been invited. 

Prince Edward escaped from captivity in 1265, raised an army and defeated and killed De Montfort at the Battle of Evesham. Henry III regained his freedom, too. When Prince Edward became King on Henry III's death in 1272, he decided to follow de Montfort's idea of consulting a wider range of subjects. Edward's 'Parliament' of 1275 was the first of several which included knights and burgesses, as well as nobles. They were asked to agree, in the name of the people of England, to the collection of various taxes. 

Edward I (1272-1307) and Wales
When Edward I became King in 1272, one of his main ambitions was to unite Scotland and Wales under English rule. 

Edward I defeated the Welsh Prince, Llewellyn, in 1277 and 1282. He surrounded Snowdonia with an army, based at Chester, and divided into three parts. A fleet of ships patrolled Cardigan Bay and the Menai Strait between Wales and Anglesey. The wheat supply to the Welsh was cut off and they were starved into submission. Llewellyn himself was killed in a skirmish and his brother David was captured and executed. By the Statute of Wales, 1284, Wales was annexed to England.

Edward kept the Welsh under control by building castles, particularly round Snowdonia. Such castles included Caernarvon, Conway, Harlech and Beaumaris. He also encouraged English people to settle in Wales and, though he introduced English law, he also allowed the Welsh to keep some of their own traditions and customs. He divided Wales into counties, each with a sheriff in charge, and, to please the Welsh, made his son, Edward, Prince of Wales.

Edward I and Scotland

1286: King Alexander III of Scotland died when, while out riding, his horse stumbled and

          fell over the edge of a cliff. His grand-daughter Margaret, the Maid of Norway,

          died before she could take the throne.

1290: Edward I was asked to choose between eight claimants to the Scottish throne.

1292: Edward chose John Balliol as the new Scottish King. Edward interfered in Scottish

          affairs and humiliated Balliol. 

1295: Balliol allied Scotland with France.

1296: Edward I invaded Scotland, imprisoned Balliol and declared himself King of

          Scotland.

1297: William Wallace, the new Scottish leader, gathered a force and defeated the

          English at the Battle of Stirling Bridge. 

1298: Edward I marched north and defeated Wallace at the Battle of Falkirk.

1305: Wallace was captured by the English and put to death as a traitor. Robert Bruce

          now emerged as the new Scottish leader. 

1314 The Battle of Bannockburn. Robert Bruce beat an English army led by Edward II.

(See separate sheet for the Battle of Bannockburn).
The Black Death (1348-1349)

In 1348, the people of England were hit by a deadly disease, bubonic plague, nicknamed the Black Death. It had slowly spread to Europe from China, brought by merchants or by black rats which travelled on ships. The rats carried fleas and the fleas would transfer the disease by jumping on to humans, once the black rat had died. The symptoms were a cold shivering, then severe vomiting followed by a high fever. After this, buboes (black swellings under the armpits and in the groin, which gave the disease its name) developed, and this was usually followed by death. Nine out of every ten people who caught the disease would die. The Black Death killed between one-third and one-half of the population of England. The death rate was particularly high amongst priests and doctors, who had to visit the sick and dying.

Doctors did not understand the cause of the disease; they thought it was caused by bad air, so their solution was to make the air sweet-smelling through the burning of herbs, or spreading them on the floor. Priests said that the plague was God's punishment for mankind's sinfulness. Therefore, the solution was to try to make God less angry: some people went on pilgrimages, others fasted (denied themselves food), while others, called flagellants, punished themselves in public, beating themselves, and each other, with whips.

Results of the Black Death

The population of England dropped from about 4 million to two-and-a-half million. Some villages, such as Tusmore in Oxfordshire, were completely wiped out by the Black Death. Others, such as Rottingdean, lost more than half of their population. Many churches did not have priests because so many of them had died in the Black Death.

Some people benefited from the Black Death. For peasants who survived, the future seemed promising as there was now a shortage of workers: they could ask for higher pay and expect to get it. A labourer could earn 3p a day and free meals for cutting corn, compared with just 1p a day before the Black Death. Some villeins saw the chance to break free from their lord: as wages were high, they decided to work for cash wages, rather than being given land to use in exchange for labour service. Some left the village of their birth and went to work for another lord, who was usually very willing to employ them as there was such a shortage of workers.

Edward III was worried that peasants now had too powerful a voice. In 1351, he made a law called the Statute of Labourers, designed to put them in their place. This said that wages paid should be the same as before the Black Death and any worker or employer who disobeyed the law would be fined or imprisoned. The law also said that no person should move to a new village to find work, unless his lord agreed. The law was often disregarded, but peasants were angry that the Government had tried to take away their new-found freedom.

The Peasants' Revolt, 1381

The immediate cause of the revolt was the poll tax of 1381. People thought it was unfair that the poor had to pay the same as the rich. Besides, this was the second poll tax in three years, and the Government had been collecting other extra taxes to help pay for the Hundred Years War.

Trouble began in Brentwood in Essex where Government officials were sent to collect the poll tax. Six of them were beheaded by angry villagers, who now began to break into landowners' houses, where they often destroyed the records of manor courts ( which recorded labour services and fines on peasants). Next, they began to march on London. 

In Kent, another revolt broke out. Led by Wat Tyler, crowds of angry peasants released the priest John Ball (in prison for attacking the wealth of leading churchmen) from Maidstone Gaol, then marched towards London, too.

When the rebels reached London, they targeted certain places: the Savoy Palace (John of Gaunt's home - he was the 14-year-old King Richard II's hated uncle, and very powerful in the Government), lawyer's houses and the Archbishop of Canterbury's palace at Lambeth.

King Richard agreed to meet the rebels at Mile End. There, he agreed that labour services would end, but the peasants went on to break into the Tower of London. There, they found the Chancellor, Sir Simon Sudbury, and the Treasurer, Sir Robert Hales. The peasants blamed both these men for the poll tax. They were dragged outside the Tower and beheaded. Then, their heads were stuck on poles and placed on London Bridge.

The next day, King Richard met the rebels again at Smithfield. Here, Wat Tyler repeated his demands that labour services should end and that Churchmen should give up their property, demanding written guarantees. An argument followed in which Tyler was knocked off his horse by the Mayor (who was with King Richard), and killed with a sword by one of the King's squires. The rebels drew their bows to shoot at King Richard's party, but the King rode towards them and told them that he would now be their leader and that their demands would be met. They followed him out of the city.

The peasants thought that they had won, but Richard's advisers persuaded him to change his mind as the promises had been forced from him. An army went round the trouble spots and many of the leaders, including John Ball, were arrested and hanged. 

It seemed that the revolt had failed, but over the next century the peasants received much of what they had asked for in 1381. Labour services gradually disappeared, and more and more peasants were able to rent land and work for payment, gaining freedom from their lords. Furthermore, Parliament gave up trying to keep wages down and there were no more poll taxes in the Middle Ages.

The Hundred Years War (1337-1453)

Some causes of the war:

1. From 1328 onwards, Edward III claimed the French throne. His mother, Isabella, was sister of the childless French king, Charles IV. However, the French chose Philip VI as king (cousin of Charles IV).

2. The French king wanted to conquer Aquitaine and Gascony, bringing them under his direct rule. Edward III, on the other hand, wanted to be sovereign lord of those provinces, not a vassal of the French king.

3. Many English people wanted the French lands lost in King John's reign to be won back.

4. The French were interfering with England's wine trade with Bordeaux and wool trade with Flanders.

The Hundred Years War: list of important events (see sheet in your exercise books).

The Battle of Crecy, 1346 
The English had chosen a good position on a ridge, as the French began to arrive in the valley below. Philip VI of France was unable to halt his army and so the battle began in the late afternoon of August 26th, 1346. The Genoese crossbowmen fired first, but their bolts, fired uphill, often failed to reach the English lines. The English longbowmen then fired, killing many crossbowmen.

Next, the French cavalry charged up the hill, but found it very difficult to reach the English lines, so deadly was the longbow fire. The French cavalry charged fifteen times. Once, they reached the right flank of the English line, which was commanded by Edward III's eldest son, the Black Prince. A message was sent to his father, who was watching the battle from a nearby windmill, to ask for help, but Edward III replied, "No. Let the boy win his spurs!" The Black Prince, who had been knocked over, regained his feet and the French were driven back.

The battle continued after sunset and was fought under bright moonlight. It ended when the French, realising that they could not break the English line, rode away from the battlefield. The Battle of Crecy was one of the greatest demonstrations of the power of the longbow.

Joan of Arc
Joan of Arc was born in 1412 in the village of Domremy in Lorraine. The daughter of a peasant farmer, she was a quiet, religious girl who loved to go to church. When she was thirteen, she heard voices in the church bells. Later, she saw visions, too. St. Michael, St. Catherine and St. Margaret were telling her to lead the armies of France to victory, and to crown a young king, Charles VII, at Rheims Cathedral. When this had been achieved, she was to return to her home.

She at length (after many rebuffs) gained admission to the still uncrowned Charles VII, who agreed to allow her to lead a force to relieve Orleans. This she did in 1429, her presence also inspiring the besieged French troops to new efforts, and causing the English to break off the siege. Soon afterwards, she led the French forces to victory in the Battle of Patay and recaptured Rheims, where French kings were traditionally crowned. Charles VII was now crowned there (1429) with Joan standing close by.

Joan felt that her work was now done, and wanted to return home, but Charles VII persuaded her to continue the fight against the English. However, her luck was running out: an attack on Paris, which the English still held, failed (1430). Then, when Joan tried to relieve Compiegne, which was being besieged by the Duke of Burgundy (an ally of the English), she was captured by the Burgundians. The Duke of Burgundy handed her over to the English, who charged her with being a witch: her voices, it was said, had come from the devil. She was found guilty of heresy and burned at the stake in the market-place in Rouen  on 30th May, 1431. An English soldier who saw her die is said to have commented, "We are undone, for we have burned a saint." His words were to prove prophetic.
Reasons for the English failure in the 100 Years War

1. In the early part of the war, the English enjoyed success with the longbow. In the later stages of the war, the French used cannon to shoot down the English archers.

2. The English were successful in Henry V's time partly because the French were not united. The Duke of Burgundy supported the English. The loss of Burgundy's support in 1435 made it much more difficult for the English to win.

3. The career of Joan of Arc was a turning point in the war. She inspired the French with the hope of eventual victory.

4. Towards the end of the war, the situation in England deteriorated as the poor government of Henry VI led to a rebellion and shortage of money. In 1453 the English commander, Sir John Talbot, had only a small force to hold Gascony, and he was defeated at Castillon in 1453.

The Wars of the Roses (c.1455-1485)

The wars were between the Yorkists (white rose) and the Lancastrians (red rose). Henry VI, the Lancastrian king, was opposed by Richard, Duke of York. Both were descendants of Edward III, but the Yorkists, descendants of Edward III’s third and fifth sons, felt that they had a better claim to the throne. Henry VI (Lancastrian) was descended from Edward III’s fourth son only.

Richard, Duke of York, was killed in 1460 at the Battle of Wakefield. Edward, his son, now led the Yorkists and nine weeks after his father’s death he entered London with an army and claimed the throne as King Edward IV. Henry VI and his wife, Queen Margaret, were still free, but in 1461 their Lancastrian army was defeated at the Battle of Towton and Henry and Margaret fled into Scotland. The Yorkists were triumphant. The Earl of Warwick (the ‘Kingmaker’), had helped Edward IV to victory.

In 1464, Henry VI was captured and put in the Tower, but Warwick the ‘Kingmaker’ soon argued with Edward IV (over Edward’s marriage to Elizabeth Woodville), and in 1470 Henry VI was put on the throne again by Warwick. 

Edward IV fled to Flanders, where he raised an army and in 1471 he returned to England to defeat and kill Warwick the ‘Kingmaker’ at the Battle of Barnet. In the same year, Henry VI’s only son, Edward, was killed at the Battle of Tewkesbury, and the Yorkists were again triumphant. Edward IV was king again, and Henry VI was  murdered in the Tower. Edward IV reigned until his death in 1483.

How Richard III made himself King.

Edward IV died in April, 1483. He left two sons, Edward V aged thirteen and Richard, Duke of York, aged eleven. Richard, Duke of Gloucester (Edward IV’s brother and the boys’ uncle) became ‘Protector’.

Edward V came to London from Shropshire to prepare for his coronation. On his way to London, he was seized by his uncle, Richard of Gloucester’s, soldiers, and taken to the Tower. Some weeks later Edward V’s brother, Richard, Duke of York, joined his older brother in the Tower. At the end of June the Protector (Richard of Gloucester) announced that the two ‘Princes in the Tower’ were illegitimate (bastards), because their parents had not been legally married. Therefore, neither boy was entitled to be king. The true heir was Richard, Duke of Gloucester. On 6th July, 1483, Richard was crowned as Richard III in Westminster Abbey.

Events leading to the Battle of Bosworth.

Rumours began to spread that Richard III had ordered the murder of his nephews, Edward V and Richard, Duke of York, the ‘Princes in the Tower’. They were never seen alive again after August, 1483. Richard was soon faced with problems. In October, 1483, he learned that his former chief supporter, the Duke of Buckingham, was now in arms against him, supported by the Woodvilles and the exiled Henry Tudor. The revolt was put down, however, Buckingham was executed and Henry Tudor’s invasion fleet turned back to Brittany without attempting a landing.

Opposition to Richard grew. Elizabeth Woodville was now convinced that she would never see her sons alive again, and made an agreement with Henry Tudor that he would marry her eldest daughter (Elizabeth).

1484 was a year of watching and waiting by Richard for the expected invasion. In April, Richard’s only son, Prince Edward, died at Middleham. Without a direct heir, Richard III lost further support from those who had originally backed his seizure of the throne as a way of avoiding the dangers of a trouble-ridden Protectorate.

In March, 1485, Richard III’s wife, Queen Anne, died. This gave rise to rumours that he had poisoned her in order to marry Henry Tudor’s intended bride, Elizabeth of York. Then, on August 1st, 1485, Henry Tudor landed with an army in Milford Haven, South Wales.

The Campaign of 1485 leading to the Battle of Bosworth.

Henry Tudor, who inherited his Lancastrian blood through his mother, Margaret Beaufort, great-grand-daughter of John of Gaunt, was the senior living male Lancastrian claimant to the English throne in 1485. As discontent with Richard III spread, Lancastrian exiles in Brittany turned to Henry Tudor to champion their cause. Plans were made, and during the summer of 1485 a fleet was collected at Harfleur.

On 1st August, with more than 3,000 soldiers on board, the fleet sailed, putting in to Milford Haven in south-west Wales. Henry Tudor was confident that he could increase the size of his army as he advanced through Wales and England. When Henry arrived, King Richard’s principal officer in Wales kept his promise not to allow any rebels into Wales ‘save that they should pass over my belly’ by standing under a bridge while Henry Tudor’s army marched over it! By the time Henry reached Shrewsbury, his army had grown to 5,000 men. From here, he marched towards Leicester, where King Richard’s army was assembling. The Battle of Bosworth itself was fought near Leicester on August 22nd, 1485.

The Battle of Bosworth, August 22nd, 1485.

At sunrise on 22nd August, 1485, Richard III arranged two divisions of his army on Ambien Hill. The third division, his reserve under the Earl of Northumberland, was placed to the north.

Henry Tudor’s army moved first. His leading division was commanded by the Earl of Oxford. After swerving to avoid marshy ground, Oxford’s troops advanced towards the base of Ambien Hill. Once they were within range of Richard’s troops, Oxford’s bowmen ‘let fly’: the air was thick with the arrows of bowmen of both sides. After this, the two armies clashed with sword and pike, in close combat. The Stanleys started to move, but which side would they join?

Neither side had the advantage when Richard signalled to the Earl of Northumberland to bring up the reserve. However, he did not move; he was waiting to see which side the Stanleys would join. Moments later, the Stanleys moved towards Henry Tudor, to join his side. Richard III realized that he was doomed. 

There was one last hope for Richard: he would attempt to slay Henry Tudor, his rival of the red rose, in single combat. He mounted his white charger and fought his way towards Henry. Henry was led back by his guards. Richard was unhorsed, but fought desperately, on foot. At last he was struck down crying, as Shakespeare would have it, “A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse!” King Richard died soon afterwards, on the battlefield.

Lord Stanley placed the crown, which had been found under a thorn bush, on Henry’s head. Henry Tudor was now King Henry VII.

